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t has served as the summer home of a family with Buffalo roots, The core
of an experimental horticulturist with a passion for art, landscape architecture
and tree peonies. A community music school. Linwood Gardens on York Road in
Pavilion is all of the above — and more. Now known for its annual tree peony festival
in May, throughout the decades it has served as much more than a spring and summer-
time destination where green thumbs gather to soak in the beauty of its panoramic
landscape.

Something huppens when you step on the grounds of Linwood Gardens. Some-
thing magical. Maybe it is the property’s location, tucked in the woods on a crest of a
hill overlooking the Genesee Valley, Maybe it is the peaceful fecling one receives as
they stroll through the several gardens that help visitors to unwind and adore all
Mother Nature has to offer. Or maybe it is the respect for nuture shown by one family
for more than 115 years.
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The C{r-lwkh’ Simmer Shovwe

After moving e Buffalo in the laze
18700, Willlizm 1. Graswick foanded the
Craewack, Smith & Fryer Lunsber Com-
pany with oftices in Butialo, Toniwanda
and Detroit, A decade Iater, he hired
architect TLIL Richardson 1o design »
mansion st 776 Delaware Avenwe, the
northwest comer where Delaware meets
Summer Street. Graswick and his wife
Martha (Weare) had theee childeen
William Jr., Fredenrick and Mildred. It
wousld he ‘\’l"‘l“l, |l whwr larer decided
1o use the inheritance he received from
his father's successfild lumber business to
purchase what i known 1oday as Lin
wood Gandens,

Ventueing 64 miles out of Buffalo on o
milk train oee day, Willkam Graonick, Jr.
carme scroms & hill that gave him an eastern
view of the Genesee Valley. Deciding ot
would he the perfect place for 2 country
estate, he bought the 350-acre plot in
1908, which had pn‘\'omn'y et waadd ae
farmland by Scottheh sertlens

William, Jr. commisssaned plans fiw
an arts andd crafiscatyie home froen EIN,

Green and William Sidney Wicks of

Butfalo. Comtrcton began shorthy after

the Land puschase, asd wan completed
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botween 1903 and 1904, The mmonity of
the gandens on the estate were deagned by
s Bostuo architect mamed Thomas Fox
thougheful
way, creating 4 Sow which Jed from onc %o
the next. They were desigond an an iy,
separzed from one another by cither tow-

Each garden was lasd out in 2

cring hedges or concrete walls and arch-
ways. These clements generated 1 feelmyg
of & garden room

Same may have mouble believiay wach
s place exists, After entering the deive-
way and traveling sround meandering
dert roads under an umbrella of troes,
however, 2 visitor finds that the hind-
scape opens up. “The otigind entrance
into the property was o Joog and winding
toxd through plantimgs of maple, sprxce
andd birch” suys Lee Grarwick, Willkaan's
granddaughter, who now cares for the
extate and gardens, “Many of the parks
a2 the time were highly desigoed to look
natural” 1n addition 1o the gardens, the
sprawling estate inchaded & tennis court
and o ywimming pool,

Berween 1950 and 1925, the Geas-
wicks' rummer hemne flourished. The
famify hired 30 farm hands, cooks and
nannies who resided pearby w help run
thimgs throughiout the seson. However
times soon changed, and the sammer

estate’s hoyday came to an end. “The

property was on the market during the
Grear Depresicn hut bocause anbody
could afford to buy i, it never sold,”
according o Holly \Watson, Lee Grat-
wicks granddaughrer, "They decided to
keep the property and live a5 best they
could” When everything fell apart, the
hired help left and the gardeon became
overgronn, Diesting, however, secmed to
play its part only a fow yean kater, and
Liswood Gardens would soon hecome
the bud of a flousishing artistic platform
and an outdoor comemuniny venme,

“ Qarw @Gmhr ern‘ e Borm

In 1933, Wilkiamn “Ball” Geatwack 111
moved has family out to Pavilion, where
they lived in the old gardener's cortage
on the premises year-roand, An srtie,
landscape aschitect and horticalturist,
Grarwick contritnited sosiptitre and new
garden areas 1o the Linwood landsorpe
OF purtioalar interess vo Bill was the sub-
joct of hybadization. Prior so moving out
to the property, he attended Harvand
Usiversity anid waorked at a nunsery in
Buffalo. Boxwood, & sheub that can be
seenr in the gandens, pigued bis intesests
arud bve Began to sndy the plants varlous
growth habirs, researching how 1o beeed
heartier vanctes

Wetarn Cemtmes. b conrrrsscned mohtects E B Crsen and Wkam Wicks 1 Seson Ius oty

and grals.styie surrrar Nome owrookng e Geresed Yaley n

SATWIES Faasey ConlEeTeEN



B8 Grateick works in the gresnbouse &t Lineood Gardess

passon for 1he tros pecny wi
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DISCOVER
VERN STEIN
ART & FRAME

Original Paintings, Astigue Pricvs,
Lithos, and much, much, mare.
Plus amazing o for
custom framing

5747 Main 5S¢ in Willlgmsvile
call 626-5688
wwwovernsteinartandirame.com

G MO Noarly 75 yoary loer, ™

and alover o other 53079
= kﬁi
1384 Martel newr Colvin
call 84471107

While attending a dinner party ooe night, he met Arthur Perey Saunders, »
chemistry professor at Humilion College who introduced him 10 the tree peony
Sausders was ane of the first Americans o hybridize the speces in the Unised Stares

Tree peanies ~ native to the mountasinside and foroet regions of China = sre shrubs that

can creste massive Sowers up to 12 inches; the plant iself continues to develop dowly

each year 2od can grow to be fous-to-six-
foet tall

Afrer meeting Saundens, the narural
progresson of 3 rare plann sursery began
to take form and Graewick’s decp-rooted
lowe for tree peonies began, Acting on
Saunders’ sdvice, he impoetod hundreds
of Japanese troc peoay seeds and started
grafting, takong ¢ branch of an established
plant and surgically combinmng it with the
oot of 3 new one. Meanwhile, Ssunden
worked 1o create am entirsly new range of
solor foe the thowver, Whine, red, pink and
bvender were already available, due 10
Chinese and Japancse peojects throughout
many year, but Saundess’ experiments
creuted  yellows and  mauves, which
offerad a new calor palerre

The collabomative peogects devek ping
at Linwood continued 10 grow when
Nissos Daphinis, a friend of Grarwick's
and an artist from New Yok Ciry, devel-
oped 1 passion for the tree peomy while
painting them at the estate. Daphnis
visited each spring for the nexe 60 years,
The plant became 2 very important asset
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1o the peoperty 2ad Gratwick began 1o
incorporate severu! scubptural elements
mtn the gardens, some of them depacting
the troc poony i its bad foem poor 10
blossoming

Today, Linwood Gardens has 120
varieties of tree peomies (four different
coflections) incloding not cnly bybrids
from Grarwick, Saunders and Daphnis,
buit also some smportad from Japan
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For Lee Gramwick, maintainiog the
space creased by ber grandfather William
and embellished by her father Bill i 2
way 0 oatinue bher family’s fegacy.
“What makes gardening here so mter-
esting are the many layers of the differ
ent times,” ahie savs. “You have to respect
those ditlecent poriods, maintain those
loyers and also bave fun putting your
own idess in there, The bones of these
gardens aze very interesting and archi-
tectarally stn o5 ¥

Lee moved back 20 Linwood in 1980,
by which rime the propesty war in an
ovengronvn state. A 1973 chimney fire
had destroved one wing of the sumemer

horse, while two others were removed Sor

Lo ek oveowed M L rradd o 1950 ang

" rougm the Qe f Dacx o iy
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sevthetic ressone. Though the deanup
elforts in the garden aress were net casy,
she slowly rewarkod the plots and brought
the troe peonies back 1o life, incorporat
10y therm it severnd areas of the l'(‘ﬂﬂ"f'ﬂj
lasdscape, This not only nurtured the
plasits bur rejuvenated the sense af dedi-
cation her funily had for creating the
historical gardens,

I think we keep it tame and it 1 now
more of & Blend of the two farmer famiby
mernbers,” sy Clara Mulligan, Lee’s
daughtee. “It was very formal when the
fitst Grurwick designed bt and then it
went through severl overgrown phases
s time passed. The outline i seill there,
though” The gardens of the estate are
listed on both the National sl New
Yk State Register of Historic Places

e of the |I:|,‘h|lg|lh at Linwood is
the Italian Garden, which overdooks
the Genesee Valley very distinetly. This
wea '\‘."l”l'l “'h“‘»’ ‘l\"“l_“ Leient
piflars and & warter garden, s well us »
pear tree slong the nonth wall = the snly
surviving plant from the time of the
arden’s inception

Ihen there s the labyrinth, In the
micst of what used 1o be am acrive temnis

G gun overvnols tha Ganesss Valey and 'aals et archwiys. pllars and a

AT, PAILY COLLECTION

court. Lee fonddy comembers takisg loy

sors there s a chald, bot when she
retumed years later, the court needed »
ot of sttention sl ropuir. So with the
help of some friends, she decided o
transform the court weo a lebvrinth
inwtend, weing stonss from both nearby
and around the world,

A labnraneh has 2 singde circular path
which leads 10 the centes,” she explsim
“In & maze vou don't know where vou're
going. The labyrinth doesn’t have any
dead ends or vroag turiw and i you Sob-
low the path you get to the center andd
back our again, It 3 more of o prual form”

Ihe weret-ganlen-style landscape
mcludes # few whimsicsl elemsents, too
Bill Gratwick placed a few cupolas in
ome area and dubibed st “Dwart Village,”
telling the children the resson he con
strcted them om the Praperey win to
proviile & place of refuge For dwarves
alter escaping France during the Marie
Antoinette days "My fatlier wold us
wies his way of letting the Jdwarves know
there was 4 place for them to stay hore at
Liowood.” Loe saye with o smile. *We
even have paintings of them coming in

their linthe carmam”
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7. Bwilding Higwrical Campu
215.229 Niagara Street, Lackport
Open Mon.-Sat. 9.5, yrar round

THE ERIE CANAL DISCOVERY CENTER
lwserpretive Comter Far Erie Canal Herivage
24 Choarvh Streer, Lackpert

Open Dadly Mar-Onn » Opem Foa-Sat. - NenApe

THE COL. Wm. BOND HOUSE

ENE JASICHS v 5 )
Neariowal Reglater Murenws Houn
e of froas (mdrs. s oo gromge wrsaved
D W Chwwws e g S Totv Canal

During s § ropesn tng with his wife, Harmiet, Bill discovered 2 chape! in a0 olive Seasonal Hours
grove in Spain Being & landscape srehirect, he drew i1 oo the spor. When be rensened Far infarwatian aw awy lacatsan, call
j | ! 0 i
from his journey in 1934, he st abour constracting 4 replics of the chapel. The matenial mm
create the bailding was oven more persenal. Haviog learned that cobblestone www. NiagaraHistory.org

emzil: canzldiscovery@ yahoo.com

the street where hes father grew

e laware Avense 11 Buffalo
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Hattal Gratedek Srecty e chiciien s chorus af e Lineood Muse Scrool. ca 1053

FIATWICK FAMLY COLLICTION

up = be immediately began collesting

them to recyele and e for the chapel’s

comstruction. The strocture i now wsed

to celebrate holidays, family weddings

and other various eventa. It s open 1o the
0 ¢ .

public for wedding ceremanies as well

Muwic Scheel s Ihe
L;fl‘ Coot qm‘u‘cn

T adddition to ity acvthet l\'l.ﬂ‘.\‘ and
species culthation, the Gratwicks' Gerse-
see Valley extate o served as the site of
sdifibonal cuftural sctivitios, From 1947
to 1963, Liowood Gurdens wan o
0 3 comamunary msie schoal, with eee
hearals and performances being held in
the Lily Pool Garden, Harrict Gratwick,
who studied conducting at the Eastman
School of Music, directed the sehood und
howten! @ vamsety of cultunal notivithes duar-
Ing those years, She wan also the founder
of the York Opera Compay

e Linwood Musie School grew out
of 0 CGronege chorus that had starsed dur-
tigg YWorld War 11 ue 0 marale booster
According w0 Harriet's davghier, Lee,
“Alter the war, evervthing was o 2
depressed state culturably and so this was
their open window 1o cotoect with the
commurniey aod give womething back
Masty membsers of the local community
cume to these comoerts” The school

14

offered private instrumental and vinging
lessons foe childeen and adults, and the
chotus rehearsed on & weekly basis. In
sdidition, Bill wrare children's operas
which were performed with an cechestra,
Muscians from Buffalo and Rochester
partviguted,

Rimword Today

After more than o centary of ovalu
tion and challenges, Linwood and its

gardens contimmse to inspire. Every spring

Moty Walson and Clavs Mubgan -

when the tree peonies blossom, the
Graswick family welcomes the comas-
mity with ther annual Tree Peomy
Festival of Flowens. The theee genora-
taons of Geatwick women - Lee, Clara
and Holly = along with a few other vol

untecrs, wood and prep the land for the
festival. A neighbor in hired to mow the
lawrs und work on masoary projects to
ensure the girden walls remain standing
and solid.

Overall, the women agren they wane
their familys legacy 10 bring & senve of
screnity and reflection 1o those who make
the trip to the estate. “The angiral inten
tion for this place was peace, country and
bewure,” Clars savs, “When people ask you
Whiat is Liswood? i is hard to tell them
Te s dlifficult fir them o uaderstand uneil
they woteally step oot oneo the propenty.
As 5000 o that happens, they get it.”

The 2015 Tree Peooy Festival of
Flowers will be held from 9 am. o 4
pm, on Sarardays and Sandays May 16
through May 31, Refreshments ane Bve
music, including dulcamer players aml
bagpipers, will be peovided throughout
the festival. Guests are invited to muke a
wegxested comtriburion of $3 1o suppors
the preservation of the garden. Guided
touss arc $12,

O O Tha Ihvee geewy ntions o Ciratwick wormen atone

MaACaron %0 tamwy and nstune houp Leswood Cardorm sbvn arsd will

CITATWIES FAMMY COLLAC IO



Today's Lirwood Gacdans ave the resut of

FAILE TAMIEH MO RaP
RESERVAYIONMY
tll additeon 10 the ,;Ald(ln themselves, vearors adso have the <1-lv.m "0 ”l!' the ug’- 716‘856‘3858
binders of hundreds of photos snd documenity relased to Granwick history. Theso bave www.darwinmartinhouse org

heen compiled by the fumily’s good fr

dedicated efforts have been invalushie 10
them

At Linwood Gandens, att » overy
where you look. You simply have o
experience it For Lee, ity ubout absorb
ing the moment: "\Ve don't have the
||'|l‘l [t T ST g \rr.‘l'(\ \\—'A'\f'“ Vi~
1tors comse, we hope they will leave the
chaotic workd behand for a2 few muismtes
and nimply enjoy our gardens. It's really
ahout connection with nature. A ganden
s the eeflection of the matural wookd, 2
place to luve 3 quies moment and appre-

coate beaury. 1t e an casss with a view™ §

Jolene {anghl 5 & teelaoce witter and
Bulto mative. Shea currently resices in Saiem,
MA, and hokis 3 Bacheler of Arts In Journal-
Em from Suffalo Stete Coflege. A formey
reportor fof Bee Group Newspagers, Jokeng
has @ passon for history, iravelng and smes-
g fowvors. She would [k 10 edend special
thanks 10 Richard Heye who conlrituted tn
some of Ihe highorcal data foe e sioey,
For more iInformmsation, visit

UnwoodGardans.ong or cal 585-584-3913,

0r 3 Corfury Of GediCation 10 natiure and famy EXPLORE

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT'S
MARTIN HOUSE COMPLEX

TOUR :: SHOP

wend and histocian, Richard Heve, whose

The GreenFields Continuing Care Community

At The Greenfields, Life bs Beantiful
The GreenFiedds is where lifes splendor
Is celcbrated to the fullest throough
ndcpendent Living, Assisted Liming
Memeny Care/Enlranced Asited Living

and Rehabilztation

oln @ 1oday @ The GreenFiclds, whese
ife bs Beaunful. And disciver theres no

entrance fee to the life you deserve

Coren St i 1ok
AISTINLUING CAES

716,684, 3400 COMMUNITY

www,thegreenhelds.org

Winser 2015 wWEATERN NEW YOUR HERIACE 15



